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First performed about 1805, King Lear is one of the most relentlessly bleak of Shakespeares tragedies.
Probably written between Othello and Macbeth, when the playwright was at the peak of his tragic power,
Lear's themes of filial ingratitude, injustice, and the meaninglessness of life in a seemingly indifferent
universe are explored with unsurpassed power and depth.The plot concerns a monarch betrayed by his

daughters, robbed of his kingdom, descending into madness. Greed, treachery, and cruelty are rife and the
denouement of the play is both brutal and heartbreaking. In fact, so troubling is its vision of man's life that,
until the mid-19th century, the play was performed most often with a non-Shakespearean happy ending, with
Lear back on his throne and Cordelia, the daughter nearest his heart, happily married to the noble Edgar.

King Lear opens with a conversation between the earls of Kent and Gloucester in which the audience learns
that Gloucester has two sons Edgar who is his legitimate heir and Edmund his younger illegitimate son. Enter
with people at the same level as you Separate categories for beginners and for more experienced amateurs.

Lear King of Britain in an attempt to avoid future strife divides his kingdom between his three daughters. It is
a depiction of the slow descent into insanity of the main character King Lear.

King Lear

Know that we have divided In three our kingdom and tis our fast intent To shake all cares and business from
our age The country is divided. Originally published in the Journal of. Lear is the anointed king Gods

representative and thus he shares the responsibility for dispensing justice on earth. The cast also includes
Timothy West as The Earl of Gloucester Finbar Lynch as his bastard son Edmund and Paul Rhys as his
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legitimate son Edgar Barbara Flynn Amanda Redman and Victoria Hamilton as Lears daughters Goneril
Regan and Cordelia and Michael Bryant as Lears Fool. At its best BBC Two and Amazons Anthony

Hopkinsled adaptation of King Lear feels as current. Satirikon Arkady Raikin Russian State Theatre. The
story of King Lear an aging monarch who is headstrong old man who is blind to his weaknesses decides to
divide. This occurs after his disposal of his kingdom through bequests to two of his daughters due to their

perpetual flattery.
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